Integrating Reading and Math into a Study of the Sports Section—basketball
Click on a basketball-related story found in your newspaper’s e-edition:
1.  Read and discuss the headline and byline:
a. Do you find any unfamiliar vocabulary words?

b. What do you think the story is going to be about?

c. Who wrote the article? 

2. First, read one paragraph to yourself. Then, teacher should read paragraph.
a.  Go over vocabulary.  Did you find any unfamiliar words?  Can you suggest what they might mean based on the context (how the words are used)?

b. Pick out several words.  What other words could you use instead of the words the writer used (synonyms)?

c. Reading comprehension – 5Ws - What is the action or what is happening?  Who is involved with or committing the action?  When did the action take place?  Where does the action take place?  Why does the action take place? Why do you think the reporter is writing this?
d. Reading comprehension – What is the main idea of the paragraph?  

e. Reading comprehension – Conclusions – What conclusions do you draw from the paragraph?
f. Read the rest of the paragraphs (select a short news story with two to four paragraphs).  Go over the above or shorter version of sequence to be sure students understand the story.

g. Conclusions – What conclusions can you draw from the story?
h. Conclusions – What would be an idea for a follow-up story?

3.  Go over regular season standings.  Ask questions concerning non-fiction text features common to news stories about basketball.
a. What does NBA stand for?  NCAA?  ACC?  SEC?
b. How many conferences are there in the NBA?  Divisions in each conference?  What are the names of the divisions?  Can you name a team from the Eastern Atlantic division?  Who is in first place in the Southeast Division?  Who is in last place in the Central Division?
c. Team names – Can you name the teams from New York? (From Atlanta?  Seattle? etc.)
d. Name the teams from geographical locations, such as California. What state is Cleveland in?  What ocean is the team from Los Angeles near? What is the team from Canada called?  (Use other sample questions like those.)
e. Can you tell me any team players from any team? (For example, Kobe Bryant is on the Lakers. Kevin Love is on the Minnesota Timberwolves.)
f. Math integration - Won-lost record and percentage, games ahead or behind.  Sample questions include “How many games have the Knicks played?  How many have they won and lost?  How many games ahead of the Nets are they?  What does the three digit decimal mean? (Won-Lost percentage).   “Who has the best percentage in each league?  In each division?  Who has the worst? 
4. Do the same for the average per game individual statistics.

a. Explain terms such as Games Played (G), Minutes per game (MPG), Field Goal % (FG%), Three point shot percentage (3p%), Free Throw % (FT%), Rebounds (Offense, Defense, Total), Assists per game (APG), Steals per game (SPG), Blocks per game (BPG), Turnovers (TO), Personal Fouls (PF), and Points per game (PPG).
b. Do the same for totals for the season for the above categories.
5. What conclusions can you draw from all this?  Thoughts?  Comments?  
a. After seeing this information, how do you think basketball fits into people’s daily lives?  Does this apply to all people?  
b. What are some of the reasons people like or dislike basketball?  
c. Do you have other questions that you think I should ask?
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