Connecting the News to Comics
School’s Starting: Do teenagers need more sleep? Should school start later for teens? 

Cynthia McFadden-9/5/13

THE BACKGROUND: Over the past several years, educational research has found that teenagers require more sleep than they are getting when their school day starts around 7:30 in the morning; students simply are not at their most alert and attentive at that time of day.

A news story published in September 2013 cites Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan who proposes that school districts start high schools classes later in the day.

THE TASK: 

· Gather information from at least three reliable sources to become informed about the topic. Be sure to save sources for future citation.*
· Read the comic strip “ZITS” for the week of September 3, 2013. Several strips deal with efforts to get the teen-aged son out of bed for school.  Include the cartoonist’s point of view in your presentation. What do the parents in Zits do? Are the methods used in real life? Discuss relevant literary terms, such allusions, metaphors and hyperbole.

· Conduct interviews with parents and teens: Do teen-agers find difficult getting up and arriving to class? Who wakes up teen-agers? Is waking up a teen-ager difficult and/or unpleasant? What do real parents and others do to get teen-agers up and out the door in time for the start of the school day? What do teen-agers do on their own to get out of bed on time?
· Conduct interviews with others who are affected by the school schedule, such as bus drivers, coaches and sponsors of after-school clubs and programs.

· Take a position and express your point of view about changing the time that high school starts. Be thoughtful and considerate in making your argument.
· Support your argument citing facts/data you have gathered from your research.

· Consider the impact on other organizations, such as bus driving, day care centers, after school activities, etc.
· Discuss presentation options with your instructor. A variety of options can be useful to support your thinking: digital, written, visual arts, etc.

*Newspapers archive stories, often in electronic or e-editions. Using search or advanced search, key words and dates, students can find one or more news stories on subjects and use information from the stories in their reports. 

Because e-editions are replicas (pdfs) of the newspaper, in the e-edition, comics appear on the same dates and pages they appeared in the print edition.

