Comics: Use for Practice and Review (continued-pages 3 and 4)
By Cynthia McFadden

How to Use Comics

McFadden includes SUPPORT or definitions/ examples of only the terms used in the five questions she writes. In one, she defines INFERENCE. Then she requires students to make “inferences.” She lists five comic strips, creates four choices (A-D) under each strip and asks: What can the reader infer from Y comic strip?  Similarly, she might ask readers to identify comparisons (similes and/or metaphors) in five strips.

MESSAGES and MEANING (literary terms)
SUPPORT for getting the meaning or “gist’ and/or interpreting cartoons or comics 
· Allusion or shared prior knowledge—information that the reader shares with the writer or speaker. In the case of comics, if the ‘audience’ does not share background information with the cartoonist, the message will not be communicated effectively. In other words, the comics will not be ‘funny’ or ‘meaningful’ if the cartoonist and readers do not ‘share’ prior knowledge. Discussions become “teachable moments” when teachers and students share what they know about the subjects in comics.

· Comparison-an explanation of how things are alike and/or different

· Inference – reading between the lines, understanding what is not specifically said/written but is understood to be a part of meaning.

· Main idea— overall idea, the central thought; sentence that tells what text is about; not a lengthy retelling, detail or series of details
· Mood – the feeling the reader/audience takes from the story

· Tone – the feeling the author sends to the reader/audience

QUESTIONS:

1. What is the main idea?

2. What is cartoonist’s message or lesson?

3. What or who is taking up most of the character’s time (or attention)?

4. What can the reader infer from the cartoon or comic?
5. What can the reader understand that is not directly said?
6. What must the reader infer to “get” the cartoonist’s message?
7. How does the cartoonist share his thinking without using words? 
8. Would you understand the cartoon’s meaning without the words?

9. What must the reader understand in order to appreciate the humor in a specific strip?

10. What prior knowledge does the reader need to understand the humor in Y strip?

11. What experience does the reader need to have to understand what the cartoonist’s saying?

12. What knowledge must the reader and cartoonist share in order for the reader to understand the comic or cartoon?

13. What must the reader understand to appreciate the humor in the strip?

14. How are Y and Z strips similar and/or different?
15. Which character’s point of view is expressed in the comic? Is one point of view dominant or does the cartoon or comic prefer different characters’ points of view?

16. What does the cartoonist (author) think about the subject or character in Y cartoon or comic strip?
17. What is the mood of Y cartoon or comic strip?
18. What tone does the cartoonist convey in Y cartoon or comic strip?

19. Which word or phrase best describes the feeling that X and/or Y characters are expressing?
20. Which word or phrase best describes X character’s behavior in Y strip?
21.  What’s the cartoonist’s purpose? Consider today’s cartoon or comic strip, then review comics published over a period of time.

22.  Comic characters are not real, but their stories and their meaning appear true. What is fictional about Y strip? What is true to life about Y strip? How is the strip similar to and/or different from real life (consider characters, plot, setting, action, lesson or message)?
23.  What conclusion or generalization can be drawn from Y strip about …?

WORD STUDY/ LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS:

Use comics for word study or for mini-lessons on language conventions. For example, B.C. is the abbreviation for the time “Before Christ.” Sample questions follow:
1. In Y strip, which word in Y strip expresses action?

2. Which strips contain unfamiliar words? Can you figure out their meaning from their use in the cartoon or comic (context)?

3. What is the purpose of the apostrophe (or other punctuation) used in the X frame of Y strip?

