A North Carolinian of Note 
Sam Ervin Jr.: A contradictory country lawyer
by Katharine McAnarney
CCSS: Reading Strategies for Informational Texts
Before reading:

Conduct research to explore the meaning and find out more about the following and use what you learn when responding to questions about the profile on Sam Ervin Jr.:

· Civil liberties

· Civil rights

· Jim Crow laws
· Joseph McCarthy

· Watergate scandal

· Brown vs. Board of Education

· The Southern Manifesto

· Southern way of life

1. In which of North Carolina’s counties did Sam Ervin Jr. grow up? 
A
Burke 



B
Davie 



C
Forsyth
D
Orange
2.    What was Ervin referring to when he said, “Thank God, no one would ever suspect it?”
A
that Ervin opposed the Brown vs. Board of Education decision. 

B
that Ervin earned his law degree from Harvard’s law school. 
C
that Eugene McCarthy believed the U.S. Senate served the Communist Party.

D
that Richard Nixon would fail to provide information requested by the U.S. Senate.
3.    To what office was Sam Ervin Jr. first elected? 
A
judge on the N.C. Supreme Court
B
member of the N.C. House of Representatives
C
member of the U.S. House of Representatives.
D
U.S. Senator
4.    What led Ervin to use “moral incapacity” in his description of Eugene McCarthy? 
A
McCarthy claimed that the U.S. Senate used Communist tactics. 

B
McCarthy failed to respond to charges brought against him. 

C
McCarthy supported Nixon’s handling of the Watergate break-in. 
D
McCarthy opposed Ervin’s bid for re-election to the U.S. Senate.
5.    Who wrote the biography about Sam Ervin Jr.?
A
Karl Campbell 
B
Rufus Edmisten 
C
Clyde Hoey
D
Eugene McCarthy
6.     What best explains why Ervin thinks Watergate was the “greatest tragedy” in the country’s history?

A
A president was impeached. 
B
No one involved took principled stands. 
C
Nixon supported the principle of executive privilege. 
D
 A secret source provided the evidence against Nixon.
7.     Which did Sam Ervin Jr. support?

A 
Brown vs. Board of Education decision
B
Equal Rights Amendment
C
mandatory prayers in schools 
D
Southern Manifesto

8.      Which represents a view that Sam Ervin Jr. held as a “strict interpreter of the Constitution?” 
A
Ervin held that women had the right to serve in the military.

B
Ervin upheld the Supreme Court’s right to interpret the Constitution.

C 
Ervin supported federal legislation that reversed segregation by race.

D
 Ervin believed that constitutional limits applied to the U.S. President.
9.     Why does the writer describe Sam Ervin Jr. as “contradictory?”

A
He spoke critically about lawyers and courts of law, but he graduated from Harvard’s law school.

B
He sought a seat on the federal courts, but he signed the Southern Manifesto, which challenged a Supreme Court decision.
C
He supported the individual rights of Native Americans, military personnel and the mentally ill but not the rights of women and blacks.
D
He led the Watergate investigation, which led to the indictment of 40 government officials, but he voted against censuring Joseph McCarthy.

10.    According to Karl Campbell, what motivated Ervin and explained his constitutional arguments?  
A
Ervin was highly educated.
B
Ervin was a product of his time. 
C
Ervin led numerous investigations.
D
Ervin valued the Southern way of life.

11.   How does Rufus Edmisten explain Ervin’s “inconsistency?”

A
Ervin was highly educated.
B
Ervin was a product of his time. 
C
Ervin led numerous investigations.
D
Ervin valued the Southern way of life.

12.    According to the story Sam Ervin Jr. told, which conclusion can be drawn about him?

A
He supported gradual change.
B
He had trouble accepting change. 
C
He embraced change initiated by the courts.
D
He advanced change through legislative action.

13.    How does Rufus Edmisten describe a “country lawyer?”

A
someone who opposes lawyers from large firms. 
B
someone who practices law in a rural setting.  
C
someone who argues cases but respects his opponents. 
D
someone who attended law school at a state university.
Word Study

14. In the context, which best fits the meaning of  high-falutin? 
A
pretending to know 
B
wanting to be heard 
C
explaining the obvious
D
running for political office
15.   What does smear campaign refer to, in this profile? 

A 
stealing files 
B
coating damaged skin  
C
running for political office
D
damaging someone’s reputation
16.   What does Greek tragedy refer to, in this profile?


A 
a sad play in three acts
B
the conclusion of a war 
C
a film based on Watergate 
D
the downfall of a powerful man
17.  What does paradoxical refer to, in this profile?
A 
actions that appear heroic 
B
actions that appear sacrificial

C
statements that appear well-founded 

D
statements that appear contradictory

18.   What does embodiment mean, in Edmisten’s quote about Ervin?

A 
invention
B
perception
C
representation
D
reputation
Respond in writing (use your research):

19. What’s the relationship between the Brown vs. Board of Education decision and the Southern Manifesto? Who wrote and supported the Southern Manifesto? Why?
20.   Do the McCarthy and Nixon investigations deal with abuse of power? How and why?
21. Unlike Ervin, why might someone who supports civil liberties oppose Jim Crow laws and advocate for civil rights? 

22.   Use information obtained from research to describe the “Southern way of life” that Karl Campbell refers to in his book about Ervin and his era. 

21. Write a new headline and subhead for this profile, or summarize the story using 25 words or fewer.
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