
ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS

GRADES 3-8

TEACHERS – HOW TO SUBMIT

In her 80s, after a stroke disables her right 
hand, with her left hand, Helen Sharp writes 
what she remembers of her childhood and 
leaves those stories for her daughter, Helen 
Marley. Marley weaves her mother’s recollec-
tions into her book, Behind the High Board 
Fence. 

Helen Sharp turns ten in 1911. She lives 
in a town where streetcars and railroads 
prove vital to transportation and fuel the 
city’s growth. Textiles and tobacco take root. 
Different from today, electricity does not 
serve the Sharps’ home, so the family must 
wash clothes by hand. Family members face 
crippling illness and injury and must adjust 
to new ways of earning a living.  Much like 
today, the Sharps celebrate holidays and 
special occasions, negotiate with siblings 
and plan for the future.

SO, what are your parents’ or older friends’ 
childhood memories?  What oral history do 
they share? Choose someone to interview 
and, in 500 words or fewer, write a story she 
or he shares. Be sure to name the person 
and explain your relationship to him or her. 
Focus on a single story, organize your writ-
ing, elaborate, choose a style and format 
that works for you and the story, vary sen-
tence structure and check grammar and 
punctuation.  Illustrations may be included.

TEACHERS SHOULD SUBMIT STUDENTS’ COMPLETED STORIES BY Friday, MAY 20 ,2011 to their local NIE program if 
directed to do so, or send the childhood stories to sandynie@unc.edu by MAY 27, 2011; mail to Sandra Cook, CB 3365, 
Carroll Hall, Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3365.

For story ideas, read carefully the chapters in Behind the High Board 
Fence. When deciding what childhood memory to share, have the person 
you interview consider these and other QUESTIONS related to the story:

1. Do you have memories of your first school? Did you recall walking 
or riding home from school? Who walked or rode with you? What did 
you share? 

2. As a child, did you have a chore? Did you have a paying job? 
3. Did you suffer from illness? Did you make a bad choice that contrib-

uted to an injury? 
4. Have you ever been isolated because of an illness? Do you remem-

ber having a doctor visit your home or staying in a hospital?
5. Do you remember pleasing or displeasing a parent or someone else 

important to you?
6. Did someone ever take care or comfort you during a particularly dif-

ficult time?
7. Do you sing or play music? How did you learn? Who taught you?
8. Did you ever take a dare and regret doing so?
9. Did you gather and prepare food? Did you bake a pie or other favor-

ite dish? 
10. Did you ride in a train or streetcar? Did you ride in or on a horse? 

Wagon? Favorite car or truck?
11. Do you remember how your parents earned money?
12. Did you have a favorite pet? A scary pet? Did an animal ever frighten 

you?
13. Do you remember growing tobacco, working in textile mills or 

tobacco warehouses or factories? Have you attended a tobacco auc-
tion?

14. Did you have a favorite holiday, custom or gift?
15. Did you worry about the safety of someone you love?
16. Did a sibling or friend influence the choices you made?  How and 

why? 
17. Did you have a retreat or special place? Where do you go to think, 

wish and/or dream?

In 500 words or fewer, tell the story shared by a family member or friend. 
Submit your story to your teacher. She/he will send submissions to your 
local newspaper and/ or the NC Press Foundation, NIE, CB 3365, 19 Car-
roll Hall, Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3365 or to sandynie@unc.edu.

Based on the quantity and quality of submissions, classrooms will be se-
lected for author visits. Stories will be selected and published on the NC 
NIE website. Parents must grant permission for their child’s work to be 
considered for publication. See the attached permission form that must 
accompany any story. Students’ last names will be removed from stories 
published on the NC NIE website.
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Fence

NC PRESS FOUNDATION

NEWSPAPER IN EDUCATION

WRITING
OPPORTUNITY

TO  THE  TEACHER

Teacher _______________________________________________________________

School ________________________________________________________________

Best way to reach teacher (phone number/ email address) 
______________________________________________________________________

Newspaper running story __________________________________________________

Student’s name ___________________________________________________________

Student’s grade _____________________

I verify that this story is based on a family member’s or friend’s childhood memory and represents 
the work of this student.

TO  THE  PARENT

I understand that my child has interviewed a family member or friend and written a childhood memory based on 

the interview and on the history surrounding the events. I give permission for __________________’s  (name of child) 

story to be considered for publication in my local newspaper and on the NC NIE website.  I understand that my 

child will be recognized if his/her story runs in the newspaper and that his/her last name will be removed from NC 

NIE website if the story is published on www.ncpress.com (click on NCPF, click on Newspapers in Education)

 

___________________________________                 ______________________________________________

Parent/guardian signature required  Best way to reach parent/guardian (phone, email)
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