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. q Sehastion Hohls has the world's
concentrale on - Seutian Hotbs

i E{ﬁfqu(r:' In one comer is an African safari
+ w complete with a child-size off-road
environment, vehicle and peinted hut, Around the
corner is an aquatic tummel, a gro-
EDMUND HOHLS cery store, school house and even o

Co-owner of Planet pirate ship,
Child in Cary Sebastian’s playroom sn't any

normal place. It's called Planet

Special day of baseball

Cedar Fork Elementary holds its own
‘miracle league’' game.

PAGE 9A

carynews.com

Where do the children play? This couple knows

T O OTOA T
NAMES&FACES
Child, a children's activity center
in Cary dreamed up by his parents,
Apex residents Persephone and Ed-
mund Hohls.

The couple decided to open
Planet Child after they noticed a

lack of such venues for their own
children, Sebastian, 2, and Angelina,
4

BREAKING THE LANGUAGE BARRIER

Learning English
and everything else

5 the population
of western Wake
d the rest of

the Tnangle conhnues

BY VALERIE MARINO
STAFF WRITER

When the Choudhury family
moved to North Carolina from
Bangladesh in 1998, they had the
sume vy families: bet-

to grow d L it
is becoming increas-
ingly diverse, with
people of all different
backgrounds moving
here.

As we continue our
series about how for-
eign-speaking residents
are breaking the lan-
guage barrier to im-
prove their quality of
life here, we take a look
at the children. Many
children soak up a sec-
ond language like a
sponge — but the lan-
guage isn't the only
challenge they
encounter. Cultural
differences can be just
as strong.

ter education and more opportuni-
ties.

Nine years kater, with their second
daughter getting ready to star ool
lege, the Cary family has begun to re-
alize those dreams.

“We are lucky we came here,” said
Shahin Choudhury, the family's pa-
trfarch.

Three of Shahin's brothers had
moved to the United States before he
came with his wife, Helen, and
daughters Tahia, Talbia and Tahiti.

Like many children who come 1o
Wake County from other countries,
the Choudhury's danghters did not
speak English,

Shahin, who has a degree in en
gineering from Bangladesh, was still
unabde to find a job in that profession
once moving to North Carolina.

“In our country it & hard to find
jobs,” Shahin said. But he said even
with his schooling, “here I cannot get
good job,”

Shahin and his wife both work at
the Austin Quality Foods plant in

Cary.

Shahin has thought about going
back to school, but “It is hard to
maintain job and family and go to
Wake Tech,” he said.

His danghters, he said, will be af-
forded more opporiumities with their
American educations and ease with
the English language that they have

SEE CHOUDHURYS, 74
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The Choudhury family, from left, Talbia, Helen, Shahin, and
Tahia, came to the United States from Bangladesh. Tahiti

Choudhury Is not pictured,

and was

“I was always Inoking for some-
thing for them o do. I was always
driving them somewhere,” Perse-
phone said. “T thought of doing this
10 help the mothers who were in a
similar situation to me.”

The couple spent a year re-
searching chikiren's centers world-
wide.

“Japan has some great facilities,”
Edmund said, noting that the idea
for their aquatic tunnel, where chil-

He still

Fit to be tied

Carolina can't protect
lead and draws again.
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dren can crawd through to look at
sand, shells and different sea crea-
tures, came from an exhibit there,

From the start, the couple wanted
to distinguish their play center from
other children’s centers.

“A lot of the places are really
cheesy,” Edmund said. “We tried
to concentrale on a unique envi-
ronment.”

Since opening near the intersec-
tion of Kildaire Fanm and Tryon
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roads in early February, Planet
Child has had hundreds of children
come through Lo play and explore
the various exhibits. Preschools,
churches and the YMCA have even
brought children through for feld
trips.

“It really is a neat place,” said
Bill Younghblood, who brings his
granddaughter Katie io Planet Child

SEE HOHLS, 24

Smiles and milestones

PHOTOS BY IATLOR TEMPLETON FOR THE CARY NEWS
Davon Davis receives his diploma while his uncle, Wendell Williams, looks on. Davis suffered respiratory failure in March

Green Hope High
No. of graduates:
Class quote: "D

path may lead, go instead where there is
no path and make a trail.”

Emerson

Words to remember: Class valedictorian
Bhumi Purohit advised her classmates to
g0 forth in Iife with great enthusiasm and
zeal. “Live out your dreams because great-
ness and success are boen of passion,” were

her words of encoura

peers as they all prepare to take on life af-

ter high school.
Standing ovation:

D James Hedrick's speech to the gradu.
ating class of seniors was a personal recog-

nition of one student i

Hedrick bragged of the six state champi-
onships won by Green Hope in the past
three years and the nearly 54,000 in schal-

arships awarded 1o thi

he seemed mast proud of senior Davon

Davis for his person,

Dravis had bean hospitakzed this past year,
and despite major satbacks and grave ob-
stackes, he still graduated on Saturday with
a standing ovation from the entire audience.

School
525
not foliow where the

Ralph Waldo

gement to her fellow

Included in prncipal

n particular. Although

s senjor class alone,
Coliseum.
al accomplishment.

wged to his required

Dawvis" efforts demonstrate the message
of perseverance and enthusiasm that was
5o popular throughout the speeches that
day. A huge “congratulations” want to Davs

W I'm a champ of the whole world,” he said.

The Green Hope High Schoaol class of 2007 waits in anticipation at Reynolds

and his family for his cutstanding example
of courage and strength.

— Ariana Siporin

INSIDE Apex, Athens Drive, Cary and Middie Creek high schools hold graduation ceremonies, PAGES 10-11A
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